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Dear NAME:

I am very excited to introduce you to a unique fundraising program that is being run in conjunction with the RACE NAME on DATE, and to know that I am interested in raising funds on your behalf.
Sponsored by Janus, the Janus Charity Challenge was designed to motivate triathletes to use participation in select Life Time Race to the Toyota Cup triathlons to increase awareness and raise money for a cause.  The program is unique in that there is no designated beneficiary – athletes can choose to raise funds for the charity that they are most passionate about. To inspire athletes to participate, Janus makes additional contributions to the beneficiaries of the top fundraisers at each of the four participating races, up to $10,000.  Since its inception in 2001, over $48 million has been raised in support hundreds of charities throughout the United States.  

The program is quite simple.  To support the fundraising process and increase contribution levels, athletes have the opportunity to use a web-based fundraising system designed especially for this program.  All on-line donations will be sent in one lump sum payment to your organization within two weeks following the race.  There is no upfront charge for any of the web-based services, but the provider will withhold a processing fee and the credit card fees prior to dispersing the funds.

In addition to the online fundraising tools, athletes are encouraged to hold fundraising events, solicit pledges, and be as creative as we can in our fundraising efforts.  I am responsible for sending any offline donations directly to you.  No fees will be withheld from these contributions.

All funds must be raised or pledged by the day prior to the athlete’s race.  A Janus representative will verify the total amount raised/pledged by each athlete at the event the day before the race. This is the total used to determine the top fundraisers at each race.

For all off line donations, one week following the race to collect any outstanding funds and submit them directly to you.  After this collection period, a representative from Janus will contact you to verify the total amount of funds received through the efforts of the athlete, including both online and offline donations.  It is important that your organization accurately tracks all funds received from all sources.  Once all donations are verified by each beneficiary, Janus will make our contributions to the beneficiaries of those athletes who qualify for additional funds.

There are several ways that you can help me to help you:

· Write an article about my fundraising efforts in your organization’s newsletter

· Send a personal letter to your organization’s board and key donors and ask them to make a contribution

· Send a press release to your local newspaper informing them of this unique way the community can support this effort

· Write a letter of endorsement that I can share with those I am contacting for donations

· Provide me with personal stories and facts about how your organization makes a difference in the lives of others

Janus is proud to act as a catalyst to motivate more people to contribute to the needs of their communities, especially in times like these when nonprofit organizations so desperately need support.  If you have any questions about the program, please feel free to contact Tracy Donovan, Manager of Sponsorships and Events at 303.336.5407 or tracy.donovan@janus.com.

For your convenience, detailed information for charity beneficiaries is on the program website, www.januscharitychallenge.com, under the Charity Guidelines and Info section.  I look forward to working with you.

Best Regards,

ATHLETE NAME

ADDRESS

PHONE
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